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ON HIGH ALERT 


Worldwide: ‘We have 
rung the alarm bell’; 
coronavirus a pandemic 


ua 
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President Donald Trump addresses the nation on Wednesday from the Oval 
Office at the White House about the travel ban because of new coronavirus. AP 


The Oklahoma City Thunder team exits after a game is postponed Wednesday. A 
Utah Jazz player had tested positive for coronavirus. BRYAN TERRY/THE OKLAHOMAN 


Nursing homes must check 
workers, visitors for symptoms 


Andrew Oxford Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Gov. Doug Ducey declared an emergency on 
Wednesday afternoon in response to the new coro- 
navirus, hours after health officials announced a 
ninth case in the state and the head of the World 
Health Organization called the outbreak a pandemic. 

Arizona health officials stopped short of calling for 
the cancellation of large events during the state’s 
busy spring tourism season. But the emergency 
declaration allows the state to tap into emergency 


See ARIZONA, Page 4A 


Arizona: Ducey OKs 
emergency step to tap 
into funds, medicine 


| 


Trump limits travel from Europe, 
seeks ways to ease financial woes 


Lisa Mascaro, Andrew Taylor, 
Jill Colvin and Zeke Miller 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON - Taking dramatic action, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump announced Wednesday he is 
sharply restricting passenger travel from 26 Euro- 
pean nations to the U.S. and moving to ease the eco- 
nomic cost of a viral pandemic that is roiling global 
financial markets and disrupting the daily lives of 
Americans. 

Trump, in a rare Oval Office address to the nation, 


See TRUMP, Page 7A 


Sports: NBA suspends 
games; NCAA to play 
without fans in stands 


Gov. Doug Ducey listens as Arizona Department of Health Services Director Cara 
Christ speaks during a press conference on Wednesday. SEAN LOGAN/THE REPUBLIC 


NBA shuts down after Utah Jazz 
player tests positive for COVID-19 


Jeff Zillgitt 
USA TODAY 


The NBA announced Wednesday night it is sus- 
pending its season after a Utah Jazz player prelimi- 
narily tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). 

The league said it is halting operations “following 
the conclusion of tonight’s (Wednesday’s) schedule 
of games until further notice. The NBA will use this 
hiatus to determine next steps for moving forward in 
regard to the coronavirus pandemic.” 

While the league did not name the Jazz player in 


See NBA, Page 8A 


Sports: Dizzying day in sporting world. Somers, 1B | Business: Stocks tumble into a bear market. 10A | Online: For the latest developments, go to azcentral.com. 
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Ex-movie mogul Harvey Weinstein is sentenced to 
23 years in prison for sex crimes. 6A 
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Weather 


High 72° I Low 58° 
Rain, flooding. 2A 
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